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WHEN JESUS LIVED ON EARTH,
He called a group of 12 very normal men out of 
their ordinary lives to be His disciples. He 
taught them about God and His Word. He 

showed them what it looked like to serve those around Him. 
Before Jesus returned to heaven, He le� the disciples with a 
special command. Let’s read it in the book of Matthew. This is 
the first book in the New Testament and it was written by 
one of Jesus’ disciples, Matthew. Can you help me find 
Matthew chapter 28, verses 18-20? 
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Matthew 28:18-20
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And Jesus came and said to them, 
"All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.
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Jesus’ disciples did exactly as He asked, 
preaching and teaching throughout the 
world. Over many, many years, this message 
has been passed down until someone in my 
life and someone in yours obeyed that call 
and invited us to turn away from our sin and 
follow Jesus. And we can share the 
Gospel with others*, just like someone 
shared it with us! As we continue telling 
others about God’s Big Story, more and 
more people will hear the good news that 
Jesus came to end the separation between 
us and God. And as more people become 
followers of Jesus, the family of God will 
continue to grow!

The family of God is a HUGE family*, full of people from all over the world. Even though they 
may wear clothes that don’t look like yours, speak a language you don’t understand or even 
worship God differently than you, we are all one big family! Just like you have parents, brothers, 
sisters, aunts, uncles, grandparents and cousins, the family of God has many members! When we 
put our trust in Jesus, we become part of God’s family, gaining family members from all around 
the world.

When you live in the same home with a family, you love them, care for them and pray for them. 
We can do the same thing with our Christian brothers and sisters who live all over the world! We 
can pray for our Christian family* who is suffering because of war, poverty and hunger. We 
can love those who are discouraged by encouraging them with cards and messages. We can 
care for the hurting by giving our time, skills or money. We can even celebrate with them when 
we hear how God is working in and through them! 

Cont...
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Revelation 7:9-10

After this I looked, and behold, a 
great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands, and crying 
out with a loud voice, "Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” 

One day, the family of God will worship together in heaven. We will finally see our brothers and 
sisters from all over the world, together and worshiping God. Let’s read about it in 
Revelation chapter 7, verses 9-12. Revelation is the very last book of the Bible. 

*Parents: Interested in learning more about what God is doing all over the world? Go to 
awana.org/go (click on “Kids & Family” link) and awana.org/africaschoolsproject to share with 
your family powerful stories of God’s work throughout the world!  



Thru-the-week sheet

God, thank You for changing 
our lives with Your love. Give 
us creativity and boldness to 
share the message of Jesus 
with those who are far from 
You. Help us to be part of what 
You are doing around the 
world. Grow Your family and 
bless Your church. Amen.

Visit this website to find videos 
and resources to learn more 
about members of God’s family 
who live all around the world!   

We provide links to external resources that we believe could be helpful in discipleship efforts. Directing to these external organizations, resources, 
and Web sites does not necessarily imply complete endorsement of these organizations by Awana. Please use discernment as you explore.

Listen to this playlist throughout the 
series to praise God for The Family 
of God!

SING
LEARN

HOW DOES GOD 
GROW HIS FAMILY?

Visit the Awana GO website 
and click on the map pins to 
be inspired by kids around the 
U.S. who are reaching kids in 
other countries for Jesus. 

Talk about ways your family 
could creatively and 
intentionally get involved in 
global missions. Remind your 
kids that they are never too 
young or too small to do big 
things for God.

To help your littles remember 
Jesus’ words to “go into all the 
world,” cra� a model of the world 
with them. This could be as 
simple as coloring a map of the 
earth or as complicated as a 
sewing project or glittery 
multidimensional art project. 

Remind them that Jesus loves the 
world so much He gave His life 
and He asks us to tell others 
about His great gi�.  

PRAY

MAP

CREATE

Q: 

A: BY MAKING DISCIPLES 
ALL OVER THE WORLD.

MEMORIZE
Give! Brainstorm ways your 
family could raise money to 
reach kids around the world for 
Jesus. Consider hosting a 
lemonade stand, bake sale or 
garage sale. Complete chores 
for neighbors and friends in 
exchange for donations. 
Intentionally go without 
something special (desserts, 
movies, a subscription service) 
for a period of time as a family 
and use that money to support 
a mission project such as the 
Africa Schools Project.

GIVE 

Tell your kids about a time you 
shared the Gospel with 
people who are far from God. 

SHARE
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Matthew 28:19

Scan here to listen 
wherever you are! 

"Go therefore and 
make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing 
them in the name of 
the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. …”
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How can I obey Jesus’ instructions in 
Matthew 28? I’m only a kid!

Jesus told the disciples to go to all nations and 
share the Gospel, the good news about Jesus’ 
forgiveness, with everyone! You may be just a 
kid, but you can share the Gospel, too! You 
can share the good news of Jesus’ gi� of 
salvation with anyone – whether they live next 
door, in another town or in a country far from 
you! 

*Parents, if you would like to help your children 
understand the Gospel, check out the God’s Big Story 
series here! Series on at talkaboutdiscipleship.com.

How can I learn more about the family of 
God?

Pick a country to learn about and pray over for 
the next week. 
Learn about the country’s:
     1. Religious beliefs
     2. Goods and services (what the country           
           produces and/or sells globally)
     3. Government
     4. History, culture and/or tradition
     5. Economy
     6. Food
     7. People group

How can I pray for the family of God? 

You can pray for God to take care of the BIG family 
of God, just like you pray for the family members 
you live with. Here are some things you can pray 
about: 

Additional passages your family can read 

together:

• Read DEUTERONOMY 6 to find out how to talk 
about our faith with our children. 
• Find out more about the family of God in JOHN 
8:31-47.
• ROMANS 10:14-15, MATTHEW 9:37-38 and 1 
PETER 3:15 talk about the need for Christian 
teaching to reach those who are far from God.

• Change people’s hearts to come to faith 
in Jesus Christ.
• Make print, web, radio and television 
media effective in reaching people who 
are far from God.
• Guide the country’s leaders to make 
good decisions for its people.
• Strengthen the family of God, His 
Church, in that part of the world. 
• Provide for the country’s poor, 
widowed, orphaned and disadvantaged.
• Make the Word of God available in the 
country’s common language and 
accessible to the whole population.
• Send men and women who will boldly 
teach the people about Jesus. 
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GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF 
ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE 
NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON 

AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. …

MATTHEW 28:19

HOW DOES GOD GROW HIS FAMILY?

BY MAKING DISCIPLES ALL OVER 
THE WORLD.


